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what’s

I N S I D E
this issue

From their intricate 
hives, to their 
language of dances, 
to their hierarchy of 

teamwork…bees are like most 
of God’s creation, a fascinating 
example of living art in motion.  
They are indeed “Angels of 
Agriculture.” 
 Move over--- bees are 
joining the ranks as thinkers! 
Bees have now learned how 
to access food by moving 
a ball, pressing a lever and 
pulling a string. And more 
than that, they could improve 
their efforts for better 
circumstances when shown 
by example.   One researcher 
from a study published in a 

2017 American Association for 
the Advancement of Science 
revealed, “There’s more going 
on beneath that exoskeleton 
than we think.”  Even more ? 
Isn’t God soooo amazing? The 
USDA says 35% of our food 
supply depends on bees….
much of that work done in the 
summer months.  Thank you 
bees! 
 Now just imagine if we 
worked just as hard as the bees.
 Be inspired! 
 Be like the bees in the 
Valley.  Don’t just listen or read 
about it, because it’s never too 
late to start. You can make a 
difference.
 Just ‘bee’ a do-er...

Do more... ‘Bee’ more
On that day I swore to 
them that I would bring 
them out of the land of 
Egypt into a land that 
I had searched out for 

them, a land f lowing with 
milk and honey, the most 

glorious of al l lands.
(Ezekiel 10:6 ESV)
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Winter has 
finally passed 
and spring 
is coming 

fast. With it comes yard work. 
Trying to keep that yard green 
and the garden growing can 
be hard work, not to mention 
getting rid of all those weeds. 
Before you break out the weed 
killer there is something you 
should know about one of those 
‘so-called’ weeds .  When I was 
a kid I loved walking around 
the yard and picking the aging 

dandelions and blowing the 
little seeds everywhere. Now 
where most people would cringe 
and the thought of all those 
seeds blowing all over the yard, 
and the weeds multiplying it 
was encouraged at our house. 
The little yellow flowers were a 
favorite to the turtles we raised. 
 The leaves were used in 
salads and teas, and occasionally 
we would dry the roots. As 
more research is being done on 
what the benefits of this plant 
are and they keep finding more 

reasons to grow it at home, 
and not kill them. Even now 
they are researching the effect 
that dandelions have on certain 
blood cancers. 
 God blessed us with this 
small little plant that can 
help with many disorders 
and making sure your body 
is running at its best. I love 
using it for my mother who 
suffers from Diabetes and 
this little plant seems to help 
with things like regulating her 
blood sugar and improving 

digestion. Drinking the tea has 
been shown to be very good 
for detoxifying the liver and 
keeping it functioning like it 
should. 
 Fixing a simple salad 
with some dandelion leaves 
improves immunity because it 
is high in vitamin C and other 
antioxidants. Not to mention 
it is packed with calcium. 
This is just the surface of what 
Dandelions may be able to do 
for us. So stop spraying these 
precious flowers and start to use 
them to experience the healthy 
benefits that God gave them to 
us for.  By the way, the bees love 
them too!

Natural 
Health 
Tips from 
God’s 
Amazing 
Earth

By M. Watts

Not just for wishes anymore!
Dandelions

For more info. on the 
cancer study: http://
www.cbc.ca/news/

canada/windsor/cancer-
killing-dandelion-tea-

gets-157k-research-
grant-1.1248382



www.goodnewsyakima.com May 2017 • Good News Yakima Valley   5

HomeLink of 
Yakima is 
bringing the 
stage to life as 
local home-

schooled students showcase 
their talent in Les Misérables .  
Adapted by Tim Kelly, from 
the novel by Victor Hugo and 
directed by Ann Bowman, the 
play, which is not a musical, 
would be appropriate for ages 
of about ten and up, says Silvia 
Johnson. 
 Silvia describes a synopsis 
of the play saying, “The year 
is 1815 and Jean Valjean has 
been imprisoned nineteen years 
for stealing a loaf of bread to 
feed his sister’s starving family. 
Now, after being released, he 
finds himself an outcast in a 
society that rejects the convict.  
Then a man of faith shows 
Valjean an act of grace, and it 
changes the ex-convict’s life.  
Forgiven by God, he yet finds 
himself pursued by man - by 
Inspector Javert, a police officer 

of extraordinary diligence 
and tenacity.  While Valjean 
dedicates his life to making 
the world better for those he 
meets, Javert dedicates his life to 
finding Jean Valjean, the convict 
who didn’t register as his parole 
required.  The world of the 
needy is at times dark and 
dangerous, but Valjean believes 
that grace will overcome 
evil.  For Javert, grace is an 
intangible concept that throws 
his orderly life into chaos.  
Ultimately, each man follows 
his own faith through a story of 
great sadness and some joy.”
 From Alexander Welch, 
“Opening and Closing Les 
Misérables”, words from writer 
Victor Hugo details the novel 
as , “... a progress from evil to 
good, from injustice to justice, 
from falsehood to truth, from 
night to day, from appetite to 
conscience, from corruption 
to life; from bestiality to duty, 
from hell to heaven, from 
nothingness to God...” 

Les Misérables
      in May

Mark your calendar for May 16th at 7pm; May 19th at 7pm; 
and  May 20th  at 4pm. Stage located in the church on the 
corner of 6th Avenue and Chestnut. Cost: $5/person or
$20/family, at the door (no advance sales)

Some of ther students from the cast at HomeLink

“...from nothingness to God”
-Victor Hugo
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For the past month I’ve 
been given the gift of 
a guest at my place or 
maybe I should say 

nuisance.  I think he’s demented 
and when I tell him that, he 
just cocks his head as if I were 
the crazy one.  I wouldn’t mind 
his presence if he would just 
stay away from my windows 
and wouldn’t mess them up so 
much. His name is Robin.  Now 
I use to think that it was only 
a girl’s name but this is a male 
and he doesn’t seem to mind 
one bit.  At any rate, he feels 
threatened –but it’s really by 
his own presence. He beats up 
on himself regularly and all my 
efforts to stop him goes awry 
and he just won’t listen to me.  
Now I assume he’s protecting his 
territory and telling all the other 
males to keep away from this 
place but just like some of us, he 
can be his own worst enemy. 
 You see Robin is a bird 

and daily for a month he has 
attacked his reflection in my 
windows. Not just one window, 
but all of them. He does it all 
day long in spurts of energy but 
he never gives up.  My windows 

were dirty before he started but 
now they have streaks of slobber 
all over them and I’ve convinced 
myself to wait until eggs hatch 

before I clean them. I haven’t 
found the nest yet, but who 
has time to look. Well, I guess 
I do!  I know there’s got to be 
one here somewhere because 
there is every year.  They must 
have a lot of eggs because when 
the cherries ripen I get a whole 
bunch that can clean out my 
tree before I get much at all. 
 You see, this is the time 
of year—spring, when babies 
in our wild kingdom show up 
and it’s all over the place. We 
humans have babies throughout 
the year but animal births are 
timed to meet the constraints 

of the weather and around 
here spring offers the optimum 
timing to hatch, birth or spawn 
their young so they have time 
to gather food and grow before 
meeting the harshness of the 
winter.  May is a great time to 
think of the moms too, because 
there are many new ‘mothers’ 
being brought into their first 
‘motherhood’--- as the new 
babies are born.
 When my daughter was a 
three year old, many years ago, I 
got a call from a Sergeant at the 
Yakima Training Center.  One of 
his troops had picked up a baby 
raven and it needed immediate 
rescue.  I didn’t know anyone at 
that time that could take care of 
it so I brought it home. I knew 

ravens were scavengers that 
could eat just about anything 
and learned real quickly it liked 
our dog food.
 The dog would stand back 
and watch it eat his dinner 
occasionally glancing at me as if 
to say do something!
 Well my daughter took a 
liking to Raven and would sit 
outside with some dog food 
while Raven would stand beside 
her as she fed him one bite at 
a time.  They were chums and 
Raven thought people were his 
source to food and upbringing.  
He had become imprinted on 
humans in a short period of 
time.  
 I was building a barn at the 
time and he would roost in there 
during the day when no one was 
home and at night.  I didn’t have 
doors on it yet so put up a sheet 
of plywood to keep animals 
out but left the top open so he 
could have free reign of the yard.  
Well, one day the neighbor lady 
from down the street (about 300 
yards away) walked down to see 
my wife but no one was home 
but Raven.  
 Pam was at the front door 
when Raven spotted her and 
reckoned she must have some 
food for her so he came barreling 
out of the barn half flying and 
half skipping along the ground 
toward Pam at a rather fast pace.  
Pam, taking a scene from Alfred 
Hitchcock’s thriller movie, took 
flight for her life running down 
the road toward home. Raven 
was not about to be deterred of 
his potential meal so he took off 
after her squawking all the way, 
half flying and half skipping 
down the road to Pam’s home 
as she screamed her heart out 
running as fast as her frightened 
legs would carry her.  She made 
it in the house and closed the 
door behind her but Raven was 
not about to give up that easy.  
 He stood outside her door 

As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body 
is formed in a mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the 
work of God, the Maker of all things. (Ecclesiastes 11:5 NIV)

By L. Stream

Oh, Baby!
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squawking and pecking at her 
door just like in the movie “The 
Birds”.  When my wife Mary 
got home she got a call from 
Pam wanting her to rescue her 
from Raven.  It wasn’t too long 
after that Pam and her husband 
moved away. I don’t know 
why though.  Unfortunately, 
there was a sad end for Raven. 
I was looking forward to him 
flying away for the winter and 
coming back to grace us with 
his presence the next few years 
but alas not to happen.  Some 
predator, maybe a raccoon, got 
in the barn one night and ripped 
him up to the point he didn’t 
live long after that.   
 I’ve encountered lots 
of baby wild animals during 
my career and some have 
sad endings.  Like the deer 
fawns some people think are 
abandoned but were really just 
hid by their mothers while she 
was feeding a long distance away 
so as not to attract attention to 
her offspring.  These folks think 
they need to rescue the fawn 
so bring it home to raise or to 
the authorities to do something 
about.  We often would require 
they take the fawn back where 
they found it but sometimes, 
time and forgetfulness prevented 
that.  Zoos or institutions often 
have no need of them so it 

becomes a challenge to find an 
animal rehab center to care for 
them.  That’s not always the case 
and in some cases it dies before 
any help is found or may have 
to be destroyed.  Often these 
well meaning people receive a 
reward in the form of a ticket 
from the local Game Warden 
and hopefully they learn to leave 
nature matters alone in these 
cases.
 My wife and I have watched 
from our sliding glass door as a 
momma raccoon with her babies 
in tow or a momma skunk with 
her little ones prance by looking 
for food and they often find the 
dog dish in hopes there’s food in 
there.  I’m just glad the door was 
closed or we would have had a 
disaster in the house if they were 
brave enough to come in.  
 Speaking of skunks, I’m 
reminded of the time we were 
camped at the Hells Canyon 
Campground waiting to float 
the Snake River.  We had a Pup 
tent with open ends when in 
the middle of the night I heard 
rustling of paper in the tent.  I 
looked over at Mary and she 
was sleeping soundly so I half 
sat up and looked down at the 
end of our feet and there stood a 
large skunk (perhaps a mama to 
be with a craving) rummaging 
through Mary’s purse and eating 

her chocolate candy bars.  Now 
I figured I could live without the 
candy bars but in no way did I 
want to get sprayed.  I reckoned 
if I woke Mary she might scream 
and scare the skunk and she 
would infiltrate our tent and us 
with his perfume.  Now I’m a 

pretty rational guy so I figured 
one of us better get out of the 
tent and that one of us was me.  
So I gently eased myself out the 
front and let the skunk have the 
back as Mary slept soundly.  
 I stood out there for awhile 
until the skunk ate all the candy 
and moved on to the next tent.  
I was highly entertained that 
night as the skunk went from 
tent to tent eating all the candy 
it could find.  Not once did 

anyone get sprayed but watching 
the antics of people inside the 
tents that were closed for the 
most part was most enjoyable.  
 Only the next morning 
when I told Mary what 
happened did I learn I may have 
made a mistake by not staying in 

the tent to protect her while she 
was in this vulnerable position.  
So much for practicality!

 Have a Happy Mother’s 
Day to all those who ‘mother’ 
any kind of baby!

Lee Stream retired as a Wildlife 
Program Manager with the 
Washington State Dept. of Fish 
and Wildlife after serving 38 years 
and an additional 7 part-time.
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Do you love grapes 
or the look of 
the vines in your 
landscaping?  

Here’s a category easier to 
bring into the home garden 
than tree fruits, which present 
considerable demands for 
suitable pest management.  
 In recent years, table 
grape breeding programs 
have provided varieties with 
more cold hardiness which 
subsequently promotes 
more interest in the Pacific 
Northwest. But they have their 
own unique set of issues to look 
out for…
 Last summer, I visited 
a garden with some affected 
grapes and examined a rather 
rare variety infected with 
small spot like pustules on 
the under leaves surface. 
Leaves were submitted to 

Lisa Brain, Entomologist 
with Agrimanagement, a crop 
consulting firm. Her diagnosis 
was Pustule Mite, not seriously 
economic, but rather unsightly, 
and symptomatic on just one 
of the garden’s varieties. The 
solution, dormant season oils 
or pre leaf-out sulfur sprays can 
be used per directions of the 
product formulation selected.
 Here’s a secret you may not 
know: Nursery supplied plants 
are intensely monitored through 
quarantine and certification 
programs. Washington State 
Department of Agriculture 
(WSDA) administers those 
services. This is why it is well 
advised to obtain new planting 
stock from a nursery out of 
“certified” stock. Taking cane 
material from a friend’s vine 
may accidently propagate 
a virus infected new plant. 

Currently the only other states 
certified by WSDA to import 
nursery grapes into Washington 
are Oregon and California.  
 The first two are out of 
an Arkansas breeding program 
with objectives for dessert 
quality, seedless, and winter 
hardiness for colder zones.  
“Jupiter” is a mid season variety 
of medium vigor, with red to a 
darker blue berry near maturity.  
The clusters are large with yield 
potentials similar to Concords, 
with high sugar potentials of 
18-21 Brix. The berries have 
a mild Muscat taste. These are 
moderately disease resistant. 
Some cluster shatter may be 
experienced if soils become too 
dry during a delayed harvest. 
 “Neptune” is a mid season 
cross between Lubrusca types 
(as Concord) and Vinifera. The 
berries are a white to green, 
round forming, excellent 
clusters of a high sugar content 
and a fruity flavor. These 
are suitably cold hardy, with 
moderate disease resistance to 
powdery mildew, and should 
not be a problem in our arid 
climate. Being low vigor – they 
usually can be pruned to 35-
40 buds (potential shoots), to 
enable cluster or berry sizing. 
With this attention to pruning 
management, favorable sugar 
content is expected.  
 The third variety is Flame 
seedless out of the California 
USDA-ARS breeding program. 

It is a cross of six varieties 
including Thompson seedless 
with reddish small round 
berries of a more mild-neutral 
flavor. It is a higher vigor later 
maturing variety – not unlike 
the Interlaken you may have 
already. However Interlaken 
normally matures the berries 
earlier. This variety has buds 
break 5-7 days after Concords.  
Being a true Vinifera type, the 
cane wood is spur pruned, and 
for larger berries thin a spar 
shoot to just 1 or 2 clusters. 
Do some experimenting and 
observing the effect from either 
1 or 2 clusters. Even pinching 
off the end 1-2” of a cluster can 
promote larger berries. Plant 
this more vigorous variety 6-8 
feet apart. 
 Choose your planting 
site thoughtfully. Lower vigor 
varieties may do better on 
the deeper fertile sites, than 
a variety always “bucking” 
to excessive vigor. Bare root 
dormant plants can be spring 
planted from March on. 
Container plants in leaf should 
be planted after last frost 
dates.  Many advice sources 
are available on the web about 
planting techniques or trellising.  
All grapes do best if they can be 
located to have nearly full sun 
throughout the day and season. 
 With a little effort, your 
grapes will have you hopping 
over the moon by the end of 
summer!

From “Neptune to Jupiter”

Growing garden grapes
that are out of this world!

By D. Jameson
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Fisherman Ron gives 
thanks to God as he 
shares his story when 
he felt the Lord by his 

side, “I went salmon fishing one 
morning to the Klickitat River. 
Pulling my boat I launched it 
just outside Lyle, WA in the 
Columbia River. That is how 
you got to the Klickitat by 
boat. I had my hip boots on, all 
snapped and cinched. I had my 
heavy weather-proof coat on 
as well, as I unsecured my boat 
to back down a primitive boat 
launch while it was still dark. 
 There were cars there, but 
the people were already on the 
water. As I backed the boat 
trailer down, one wheel went 
into a dip which sent my boat 
scooting out of my reach. I 
darted out of my pickup and 
after the boat without thinking, 
‘I’m already in, past the top 
of my hip boots.’ I can’t quite 
reach the boat, so I lunge for it. 
I got it, but then I was hanging 
onto the side of the boat. Hip 
boots full of water; my coat 
much heavier now ‘cause it 
was soaked. Drifting out to the 
Columbia River in the dark. I 
was trying to get into the boat 
by kicking or lifting a leg over 
the side; but the boots were too 
heavy. I tried with everything I 
had--- so much I could hardly 
breathe anymore. I was hanging 

on the side of the boat and 
that was getting hard to do; 
wondering if this was it. 
 As weak as I was and so 
exhausted, with one weak 
breathe I cried, “God help 
me!” and immediately the 
boat shifted, and was going 
in towards the beach. My 
exhaustion turned into new 
found strength and excitement. 
There is no doubt the boat 
was going in; and not from 
anything I was doing, but you 
know as us humans, I thought 
I could help God out--- by 
kicking.  By then, God had 
already taken me into shore far 
enough that I felt the bottom 
and walked the boat to shore. 
I secured the boat and started 
to walk to my pickup for dry 
clothes. I noticed something 
weird as I walked. My left hip 

boot was gone. I had struggled 
so hard I kicked my boot off!”
 Ron says he appreciates 
that God gave him a chance to 
grow and learn that day from 
what could’ve ended in tragedy.  
“I thank God for his protection 
over me, and there is a saying 
that I believe is a blessing from 
God, “He allows us to live and 
learn”.  There are many things 
I will do differently; but I will 
not forget that day when I felt 
everything shift from three 
words, “God help me!”
 Just about everyone has 
heard of a boat launch or 
fishing accident in their life, 
and Ron’s story is a good 
reminder as fishing season 
begins.  Here are two more 
words that Ron has surely 
committed to his thoughts as 
summer approaches, “Fish on!”

When A Fisherman
Learns To Lean
On God
By V. Braten (Photo & Story)

3411 W. Nob Hill Blvd • Yakima
(509)575-0754  •  www.jvaccounting.com

JV ACCOUNTING
“The Professionals Who Care”

• Bookkeeping • Payroll Services
• Financial Statements • Entity Education
• Business Valuations • Filing Tax Returns
• Business Consultations • Service PLUS online

Ron Schlenker
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There are some who 
may think that a puff 
of smoke on the end 
of marijuana joint is 

where happiness is found. But 
recently national polling website, 
Wallethub.com released its 
annual report of the “Happiest 
States in America.”  
 Neighboring state Oregon 
soared to first place in the 
“Hedonometer” ranking.  This 
category was measured by the 
number of public pictures 
displayed through social media 
by residents reflecting hedonism 
(the doctrine that ‘pleasure’ is the 
sole purpose in life). But wait, 
hold on, haven’t we heard that 
things aren’t always what they 
seem especially in regards to the 
media and those that post on 
Facebook?
 Oregon showed also the 
highest in ‘sports participation’. 

But the kicker to it all and 
surprise to many, is that Portland 
and Vancouver ranked in the 
top 5 of the category called 
“Depression.”  Among other 
things ranking the happiness 
factor, they ended up just past 
the middle nationwide, ranking 
32nd overall.  Washington State 
ranked 12th.   
Utah took home 
the honor of 
first place for the 
“Happiest State in 
America.”   
 For some, 
perhaps the 
obvious answer 
isn’t so obvious…. 
A Public Religion 
Research Institute Poll released 
just a couple of years ago reveals 
that Oregon has the highest level 
(37%) of religiously unaffiliated 
adults in the nation. Could 

it be that Oregon’s lack of 
religious affiliation corresponds 
also with a lack of hope that 
leaves people feeling depressed?  
With hopelessness, drug use 
often soars. More than 14% 
Oregonians attest to regular 
marijuana use, and Portland is 
earning an online slang-name as 

“Potland.”  On-line media sites 
both Oregon and Washington 
State as ‘higher’ pot users by 
states nationwide, in 2014, but 
surely those numbers have grown 

exponentially especially in the 
city of Yakima adding it’s legal 
pot shops to the realm. Spokane 
incidently ranked 2nd highest in 
“Depression” nation-wide.
 Washington State itself is 
not particularly known for its 
religious strength, but Yakima 
overall has about 46% of its 
population professing their 
religious belief. That’s less 
than 4% below the national 
average.  Seattle, of course was 
considerable less at about 39% 
(according to bestplaces.net). 
Utah ranked in with about 
92% associated with a  religious 
affiliation, primarily LDS 
congregants, followed in smaller 
margin, by Catholics clustered 
there and then Christians.  
 The polling company 
Wallethub.com in measuring 
their “Happiest State in 
America” did not have an actual 
‘religious index’ as an indicator 
of why a state was happier, 
but the stats start to speak for 
themselves. 
 In the day and age where 
the Christian religion has 
become politically incorrect and 
followers are suffering worldwide 
persecution, how can Christians 
still be in a state of happiness? 
Nearly 90,000 Christians were 
killed last year, according to a 
report by the Center for Studies 
on New Religions, making 
Christians the most persecuted 
group in the world. But God 
never said the bullies would go 
away or ever get smaller.  So 

Christians can find that
‘Happy’ STATE of mind...

That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:10 NIV)

      
“You have brains in your head. You have 
feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself, any 
direction you choose.”

-Dr. Seuss
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who shall be the one to point 
the finger towards Him, if not 
Christians?  The lesson learned 
may be more than just finding 
happiness.  The lesson may be 
that perseverance in times of 
trouble… is indeed good for the 
soul.  This key component may 
be what younger generations will 
find challenging.  
 Setting basic doctrine aside, 
one of the basic fundamentals 
that tie all Christian faiths 
together is the belief that life 
is not about ‘self pleasure’ 
but rather building a strong 
relationship with God and the 
hope that comes from that 
relationship.  That may seem 
like Christians aren’t ‘happy 
seekers’, but that is not the case!  
Obviously religiously-entrenched 
Utah illustrates this so easily 
with their new “happiest title”.  
Christians actively seek “joy” in 
their life daily, but the focus is 
often on helping another.
 It’s a primary principle 
that many parents teach 
their children on the cusp of 
adulthood, the notion that ‘it 
is truly better to give, than to 
receive.’  The boomerang effect 
is that ‘happiness’ becomes an 
inherited gift of the giver. 
 In April’s Psychology 
Today, an article draws a final 
conclusion of “What Happy 

People do Differently?” without 
ever mentioning a single word 
about God and religion.  As 
quoted from their study report:
 “It turns out that activities 
that lead us to feel uncertainty, 
discomfort, and even a dash 
of guilt are associated with some 
of the most memorable and 
enjoyable experiences of people’s 
lives. Happy people, it seems, 
engage in a wide range of  
counterintuitive habits that 
seem, well, downright unhappy... 
The good life is best construed as 

a matrix that includes happiness, 
occasional sadness, a sense 
of  purpose, playfulness, and 
psychological flexibility, as well 
autonomy, mastery, and  
belonging.”  
 In a nutshell, Christians can 
choose to be as happy now, as 
they ever have been, because you 
are stronger than you think. 

How happy is the United 
States Overall?
 The report, published by 
the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Solutions 
Network for 2017 showed that 
the United States was # 14 
out of 155 countries rated for 
the Happiest Country on the 
Planet. There were basically six 
categories that were ranked: 
income, health, social support, 
freedom, generosity and absence 
of corruption.  There was also 
some consideration as to current 

state of conflicts 
and recovery from 
conflict with the 
nation as well. 
The report also 
concluded that 
employment really 
does matter to being 
happy (or rather 
unemployment 
makes you unhappy) 

and that in richer countries the 
biggest source of unhappiness 
was “mental illness.”  The 
report had chapter 7 devoted 
specifically to American 
Happiness.  Some of the 
significant areas of decline were 
the rising rates of mortality 
among men due to drug and 
alcohol abuse and suicide.
See the full report yourself at http://
worldhappiness.report

       
“Opportunity is missed by most people 
because it is dressed in overalls and looks 
like work.”

-Thomas Edison

Happiest countries:

1. Norway
2. Denmark
3. Iceland
4. Switzerland
5. Finland
6. Netherlands
7. Canada
8. New Zealand
9. Australia
10. Sweden

Least happy countries:

1. Central African Republic
2. Burundi
3. Tanzania
4. Syria
5. Rwanda
6. Togo
7. Guinea
8. Liberia
9. South Sudan
10. Yemen
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When is the last 
time you re-
ceived a hand 
written letter?  

Do you have some stashed in 
a box or a drawer that you still 
consider treasures?  I know I 
do.  
 While most of us will 
easily recall a painting or two 
from this great artist her letters 
will give you insight into the 
creativity, the passion and the 
way she saw the world.  Geor-
gia O’Keeffe’s book “Lovingly, 
Georgia” is a collection of letters 
between Georgia and her dear 
friend, Anita Politzer.   
Even before Georgia found her 
muse in painting you can read it 
calling to her in her letters, such 
as…
 “Your letters are certainly 
like drinks of fine cold spring 
water on a hot day—They have a 
spark of the kind of fire in them 
that makes life worthwhile—That 

nervous energy that makes people 
like you and I want to go after 
everything in the world—bump 
our heads on all the hard walls 
and scratch our hands on all 
the briars—but it makes living 
great—doesn’t it—I’m glad I 
want everything in the world—
good and bad—bitter and 
sweet—I want it all and a lot of 
it too—”
 As I read these letters I can 
see the paint brush dripping 
as she writes from Canyon, 
Texas:  “Tonight I walked 
into the sunset—to mail some 
letters—the whole sky—and there 
is so much of it out here—was 
just blazing—and grey and blue 
clouds were riding all through the 
holiness of it—and the ugly little 
buildings and windmills looked 
great against it.”
 And her descriptions of art 
and life keep coming:  
 “I have been working—or 
trying to work my garden into 

a kind of permanent shape—so 
that if I live for twenty five years 
it will be pleasant to walk about 
in by the time I am too old to do 
anything else—It will probably 
take the 25 years because I don’t 
know too much about doing it 
and good things are some times a 
long time growing—trees—etc.
At this moment I have three rose 
bushes so full of red and yellow 
roses they look on fire—they are 
really astonishing—You would 
really laugh to see them…”
 One of my favorite lines 
come from a letter in 1917, I 
wonder if you can relate to it?  
“Guess I haven’t written for a long 
time but you know—sometimes 
the Devil just gets me by the ears 
and this time he pulled them out 
of joint and I’ve been so surprised 
and amused that I’ve just been 
looking on laughing—so of course 
didn’t do anything else...”
 Or in this age of text 
messages do you miss loved 

ones who could write like this?  
September 1916, “Anita—real-
ly—living is too fine—Last night 
we had a tremendous thunder-
storm—and Ive never seen such 
lightning in my life—it was won-
derful—the big old man—have 
I told you about him—he is the 
biggest I ever saw it seems—tre-
mendous—inside and out—he in 
his shirt sleeves—black shirt—he 
is distinctly a working man—and 
I in my kimona—stood out on 
the porch for a long time watch-
ing the whole sky alive—the lights 
had gone out—creating a distur-
bance in the house—we were the 
only ones that went out—I often 
watch the sunset with him—he 
is the kind you like to see things 
with…”
 So as I look across my desk 
I see an old love, a fountain pen, 
fine point, and filled from an ink 
bottle.  Softly, it calls to me and 
gently says that I too could write 
someone a hand written letter 
and make their day.  I too could 
feel the gentle scratch on a good 
piece of paper and see the page 
come to life. And I know that in 
my world I must start to hand 
write letters again and use the 
US Postal Service to deliver these 
treasures.  I hope at least a few of 
you will too.

B O O K  R E V I E W The Art of a
Treasured Letter

By M. David
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Dear Pastor...
Send your questions by to yvccn@juno.com (Re: Dear Pastor) or 5808 Summitview Ave., #333, Yakima, WA 98908

Pastor
Barbara
Blanchard,
Retired Pastor
Naches
Nazarene,
Current
Pastor of
‘The Home
Church”

Pastor
Manuel
Luquin,
Pastor
of
First
Baptist
Church
of
Yakima

Dear Pastor,
 I was recently in a minor 
car accident.  The other person 
was given a ticket at the scene.  
Because of the very low value on 
my car, I only carried collision, 
which meant I have to negotiate 
directly with her insurance 
company and they said I was 
originally 60% responsible (now 
they say 40%) and are trying to 
give me a fraction of the cost to 
repair my car.
            I’ve been told that the 
only thing to do is to go to 
small claims court.  I’m scared 
about going to court on my 
own.  Got any words of advice.
Signed, Sunk in Selah

Dear Sunk in Selah,
 I am so sorry about the 
accident and the problems you 
are having. I know you are 
scared about going to court 
but remember God is on your 
side….I do hope the 3rd party 
witness will be able to go with 
you. Also maybe your pastor 
can go with you…. In James 
1:2-4 (NIV)  “Consider it pure 
joy, my brothers, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds,  
because you know that the 
testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. Perseverance must 
finish its work so that you may 
be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.”
 Nobody likes to go through 
any trials but we all do of some 
sort. I would advise you to have 
a prayer chain going for you if 
you go to small claims court. 

Remember that Jesus is always 
with you. I have been praying 
for you when I received your 
letter and I will continue to 
pray. Please let us know how 
things turn out.---PBB

Dear Pastors,
 I know it’s a strange 
question, but do you think 
it is possible to beat Diabetes 
in a short amount of time, 
say 3 weeks? There are online 
videos on the topic and many 
people are suffering. Aside 
from working with my medical 
doctor, got any biblical advice? 
Signed, Challenged
 
Dear Challenged,
 Let me be serious right 
now. I am no doctor, but there 
are plenty of online videos that 
are not that good. The one I 
watched recently did not give 
any good information, but 
tried to scare me to buy their 
product. 
 God has made our bodies 
perfect, but like everything else 
we have corrupted that which 
is good. In Daniel 1:8, we are 
given a hint to a healthy life, 
“He would not defile himself.” 
He also said in verse 12, “let 
them give us vegetables to eat 
and water to drink.” We do 
contrary to this advice today, 
we defile our self by eating and 
drinking all the wrong things, 
which have cause many diseases 
today, including diabetes. 
 We need to love our 
bodies like Daniel, but most 

importantly, Paul tells us this, 
“Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple 
and that God’s Spirit dwells in 
your midst? If anyone destroys 
God’s temple, God will destroy 
that person; for God’s temple 
is sacred” (1 Corinthians 3:16-
17). These two things should 
motivate us to do the right 
thing for our body to heal its 
self.
  Four things you need to 
focus on, 1. Faith (Hebrews 
12:1-2); 2. The food (1 

Corinthians 10:13); 3. Fitness 
(1 Corinthians 9:27); and 4. 
Focus (Philippians 4:8). If you 
do this daily and change your 
life, it will give your body a 
chance to heal its self. I know 
because I did it. In fitness you 
don’t necessarily have to join 
a gym, or run marathons, just 
take daily walks, get some 
exercise. But when I forgot to 
do this, I fell back.
 Thank you for reminding 
me to get back into shape.
God bless.---PML
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M.J. Murdock 
Charitable 
Trust, based 
in Vancouver, 

Washington, has awarded 
Museum of the Bible a grant 
of $1.5 million toward the 
continued development, 
production, purchasing, storage, 
care, distribution and tracking 
of the museum’s Digital Guide 
units.
 “I’m very pleased and 
grateful to announce the award 
of this very generous grant 
by M.J. Murdock Charitable 
Trust,” says Cary Summers, 
president of Museum of the 
Bible. “The Digital Guide 
will be a breakthrough in 
delivering a world-class 
experience to all of our guests 
from around the world, 
regardless of their background 
or biblical knowledge. We 
are tremendously grateful to 
the Murdock Trust, and we 

look forward to unveiling this 
innovative technology to the 
public when Museum of the 
Bible opens this November.”
 At over 430,000 square 
feet, the museum will contain 
an immense amount of content 
and would take days for 
guests to see everything. With 
millions of expected visitors 
representing many diverse 
backgrounds, education levels 
and languages, Museum of the 
Bible was in need of a solution 
to offer appropriate and relevant 
content tailored to serve each 
guest’s unique preferences. The 
Digital Guide is that solution.
A tablet-based indoor 
navigation system designed 
in-house by the museum, the 
Digital Guide technology will 
likely be the most accurate 
indoor positioning system in 
the world. With an interface 
similar to the step-by-step 
navigation of global positioning 

systems like Google Maps, the 
guide will allow users to set 
their tour times, interests and 
rendezvous points while the 

system intelligently navigates 
them through the museum.
 “The technology needed for 
the Digital Guide just simply 
didn’t exist to the level that 
was necessary, so we decided 
to create it ourselves,” says 

Jeff Schneider, vice president 
of interactive systems at 
Museum of the Bible. “To our 
knowledge, this will be the first 

time ever that people will have 
the opportunity to interact with 
real-time, indoor navigation 
in a museum environment. It’s 
tremendously exciting to be at 
the forefront of this new wave 
of innovation.”

The Museum of the Bible

Rendering of the Museum from wwwww.museumofthebible.org
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Add your name to
the museum forever!

 The One Million Names campaign: You can become an 
influential voice in our united movement to honor the Bible, 
creating experiences for this great book to be discovered and 
rediscovered by people for generations to come. With your 
generous gift of any amount, we will permanently display your 
name inside the Museum of the Bible to honor your action in 
Washington D.C.
 You will receive a printable certificate when you do this 
online.  Just go to the www.MuseumoftheBible.com and 
under the menu item: Donate, go to “One Million Names”.  
You can also, for a set amount donation receive other benefits.  
It’s a great way to give a gift for a loved one.
 Call  1-855-554-8900 for more info. Churches and 
families may reprint the information on the One Million 
Names freely in their bulletins and websites.
 Do something—spread the word and add your name!

Discover  Your Place 

 Available in 10 languages, 
the Digital Guide will 
provide a customized running 
commentary that educates 
guests while efficiently allowing 
them to visit popular exhibits, 
theaters and attractions at 
optimum times. Bringing the 
museum experience firmly 
into the twenty-first century, 
visual enhancements such as 
videos, interactive 3D objects 
and augmented reality will 
elevate the learning experience 
for visitors of all ages and 
backgrounds.
 “As a technology innovator, 
our benefactor, Jack Murdock, 
would have loved this project, 
as well as the vision of Museum 
of the Bible, for helping all 
people understand the great 
contributions of the Bible to 
humankind,” said Steve Moore, 
executive director of M.J. 
Murdock Charitable Trust.
 “We are incredibly grateful 
to the Murdock Trust for 
awarding us this generous 
grant toward the development 
and production of the Digital 
Guide,” adds Tim Smith, 
chief development officer for 
Museum of the Bible. “Our 
mission, to engage all people 
with the Bible, is an ambitious 
one, and it is partners like the 
Murdock Trust that will enable 
us to reach our goal. We are 
honored by their faith in our 
organization and our museum, 
and we are excited by what 
these resources will enable us to 
accomplish.” 

About Museum of the Bible 
 Museum of the Bible is an 
innovative, global, educational 
institution whose purpose is 
to invite all people to engage 
with the Bible. Underwritten 
in large part from an original 
donation from the Green 
Family (of Hobby Lobby). 
Green commits half of Hobby 
Lobby’s total pretax earnings 
to a portfolio of evangelical 
ministries and as of 2012, 
he has donated an estimated 
$500 million (Wikipedia.)  In 
November 2017, Museum of 
the Bible, which aims to be the 
most technologically advanced 
museum in the world, will 
open its 430,000-square-foot 
nonprofit museum just three 
blocks from the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, D.C.

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and train-
ing in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV)

Where Things Really Come  to“Life”
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Ingredients:
½ cup granulated sugar 
½ cup packed brown sugar
½ cup butter or margarine, 
softened
1 egg 
1 1/2cups all-purpose flour 
1-3 teaspoon  (as shown for 
just a hint of coffee)  or up to 1 
tablespoon instant (regular or 
decaf ) coffee granules depend-
ing on desired flavor  (or leave a 
batch out for the kids)
1 teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt
½ cup or a bit more butter-
scotch or (for an alternate 
caramel bits, choc. chips)

Pre-heat oven to 350°F.  Mix 
both sugars, butter and egg by 
hand until creamy. Stir in rest 
of dry ingredients until thor-
oughly mixed adding lastly, 
the butterscotch morsels to the 
desired amount. Drop dough by 
1/4 cupfuls about 2 inches apart 
onto ungreased large cookie 
sheet, preferably on foil.
Make sure oven is fully pre-heat-
ed. Bake about 11 to 16 minutes 
until lightly brown. Remove 
off of cookie sheet after about 
5 minutes by carefully lifting 
the foil sheet to a cool counter 
and cool completely about 30 
minutes so that cookie hardens 
enough for handling, otherwise 
it will break apart. Great served 
with a dollop of vanilla ice 
cream on the side or smashed 
in between two coffee cookies 
and definitely good with a glass 
of milk!
Let us know how you liked them 
at yvccn@juno.com!

Easy-Bake 
Butterscotch Coffee Cookies

(Regular or Decaf)
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Recently 300 paper 
crosses were displayed 
in a student led “Pro-
Life” event on one of 

the library lawns of the campus 
at Washington State University.  
The crosses were said to depict a 
‘cemetery’ for the unborn. Each 
cross ‘headstone’ was to have 
represented 10 children that 
are aborted each day according 
to recent statistics.  But the 
memorial was soon the site of a 
rampage led by a WSU student, 
who was angry and went about 
removing the student display, 
not only once, but twice. He 
garnered others to help and 
agree with him.
 The student said he was 
disgusted and angered by the 
display, as the crosses basically 
represented what he felt was 
the religious aspect of the anti-
abortion organization, Students 
for Life. He said, “I was like, 
this is disgusting. I don’t think 
it creates any type of unity. I 
think it just causes divisiveness 
and they are just pushing their 
religious agenda and it really 
made me mad.” 
 The pro-life student group 
had permission to make the 
display as an effort to encourage 
dialogue for women who might 
be considering abortion and to 
bring awareness to the plight, 

through statistic visualization 
of a mock cemetery. A quick 
look to their website shows a 
very active organization that 
does not necessarily tie the 
‘gospel’ to its mission as a 
“component”.  The Students for 
Life eventually called campus 
police and the male was sent to 
the administration office.  
 The ‘good news’ is that 
college president Schultz  
penned an official statement 
effectively supporting the ability 
of the pro-life cross display 
writing, “In light of the incident 
which took place…. involving 
the ‘Students for Life’ display 
on the Holland Library lawn, 
it’s important to remind our 
community again that WSU 

cherishes freedom of expression 
on its campuses…”. His 
statement in general terms said 
that tolerance and expression 
goes both ways. 

 In the end, the offending 
student suffered very little 
consequences for his behavior 
and publicly thanked the 
Students for Life for not 

Fighting For The Cross
prosecuting him saying, “…
After realizing my actions were 
wrong I organized a peaceful 
protest…”  His philosophy 
being that he was doing women 

a favor that might be 
offended by seeing 
the tiny crosses and 
be made to feel guilty, 
shamed or sad.
 When 
college-educated 
students can be so 
easily offended and 
go to such means to 
protect themselves 

from a ‘potential’ sense of moral 
conviction and feelings of 
remorse at the sight of the cross, 
the fight ahead, is not just for 
lives of the unborn.

Photo from WSU Daily Everygreen
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After WWI, 
“Decoration Day” 
was designated 
Memorial Day 

to honor those Americans 
who died in any war. By the 
National Holiday Act of 1971, 
it is annually commemorated 
on the last Monday in May.  A 
Congressional resolution of 
December 2000 established 
the National Moment of 
Remembrance on Memorial 
Day at 3pm.  This is to regard 
in silence, or prayer, or by taps a 
moment of remembrance.
 In the late 1860’s towns 
held a spring tribute to decorate 
the graves of men of both sides 
with flowers and prayers.  On 
May 5th 1868 General John 
Logan, Commander of the 
Grand Army of the Republic (as 
remembered by “Logan Circle” 
in Washington D.C.) called for a 
nationwide day of remembrance.  
May 30th was selected for it was 
a date not associated with any 
particular battle or victory. It 
is also a time of season when 
the widest arrays of flowers are 

naturally blooming! Hence the 
graves were decorated.
 The magnitude of deaths in 
the Civil War (nearly 620,000) 
presented the need for the 
first National Cemetery.  As 
Decoration Day, the initial 
emphasis was recognition of 
those dying in the Civil War, and 
by 1890 a recognized event in all 
Northern States. 
 The first official “Federal” 
Decoration Day was at 
Arlington National Cemetery 
to give respects to the 20,000 
Union and Confederate soldiers 
buried there.  Five thousand 
participants attended and the 
dedication speech was given by 
General James Garfield.   
   James A. Garfield was 
a product of the profound 
social, intellectual and religious 
ferment of the early decades 
of the nineteenth century 
which produced the American 
religious movement known as 
the Disciples of Christ. Garfield 
was reared on Ohio’s Western 
Reserve and at the age of 
eighteen he was baptized by a 
Disciple preacher.
 Two years at Williams 
College enlarged his intellectual 
horizons, graduating as the 
salutatorian in 1856.  In the 
first three years after his return 
to Hiram Disciples academy, 
he became a “favorite preacher” 
among Ohio’s Western Reserve. 
 Known as a skilled orator, 
his first great sermon was on 
“The First and Second Comings 
of Christ”.  History records 
many people came to trust 
Christ as Savior under his 
preaching.  From Wall Builders 
(devoted to preserving historical 
documents), one letter preserved 
that he penned, began:

  “Dear Brother Wallace, 
February 16th 1858…closed 
our meeting with happy results. 
There were 34 addition(s). 31 by 
immersion…”
 At the outbreak of the 

Civil War he eagerly accepted 
command of the Forty-second 
Ohio infantry.  He was known 
for obtaining adequate supplies, 
and speaking to his troops 
of their need for a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  
During Garfield’s military years 
(1861-1863) he won rapid 
promotion to the rank of major 
general and through the diligent 
work back home, he won 
election to Congress for 17 years.
  From Garfield’s speech 
at the first official Decoration 
Day of May 30th, 1868: “I am 
oppressed with a sense of the 
impropriety of uttering words 
on this occasion. If silence is 
ever golden, it must be here 
beside the graves of fifteen 
thousand men, whose lives were 
more significant than speech, 
and whose death was a poem, 
the music of which can never 

be sung. With words we make 
promises, plight faith, praise 
virtue... We do not know one 
promise these men made, one 
pledge they gave, one word they 
spoke; but we do know they 
summed up and perfected, by 
one supreme act, the highest 
virtues of men and citizens.  For 
love of country they accepted 
death, and thus resolved all 
doubts, and made immortal 
their patriotism and their virtue.  
For the noblest man that lives, 
there still remains a conflict. He 
must still withstand the assaults 
of time and fortune, must still 
be assailed with temptations, 
before which lofty natures have 
fallen; but with these the conflict 
ended, the victory was won, 
when death stamped on them 
the great seal  of heroic character, 
and closed a record which years 
can never blot…”
 Elected to the Presidency 
in autumn of 1880, General 
Garfield, later in March of 1881, 
became our 20th President at 49 
years old.  He was assassinated 
only months after he assumed 
his presidential duties, dying 
from an infection from the 
gunshot wound.  
 Garfield as the first preacher 
to become a President was a 
servant – warrior citizen who 
could lead us to seriously 
contemplate our blessing of 
liberty and freedom associated 
with Memorial Day. His special 
contributions to the Union, his 
country and patriotism, and to 
the practice of his Christian faith 
shall always be remembered.
 KrisAnne Hall is presenting 
the origin of the Constitution 
and the Federal government on 
Wed., May 10th at 7:00pm at the 
Howard Johnson Hotel. No cost.

A Former Preaching President
Reminds Us To Remember

By D. Jameson

Johnny Cash once wrote 
and sang a tribute to the 
assassination of Garfield, 
available on the internet 
called “Mr. Garfield”, 

from his album saluting 
American history.  
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Doug Bettarel, owner 
of Better All Auto 
Sales in Yakima, has 
a special place in his 

heart for veterans.  All veterans.  
A veteran of the Vietnam War, 
Doug feels that many times the 
people who put their lives on 
the line to keep our country free 
haven’t been treated with the 
respect they deserve.
     So for himself and his 
company, the mission is to make 
sure there is a place where that 
happens.  He is dedicated to 
doing everything in his power 
to make sure veterans are 
recognized, appreciated, made 
to feel welcome and that they 
have a place to go to just hang 
out and receive a free military 
baseball cap.
     Doug’s dedication to helping 
these heroes is lived out in 
concrete ways, and includes 
everything from always thanking 
the veterans on his radio ads to 
maintaining a special room at 
his business where he collects 
clothing, shoes, and useful 
items people may need, just for 
veterans who stop by.
     That respect shows in 
the decor of the dealership’s 
office.  Fatigues and uniforms 
of all branches of service hang 
in the showroom, and the 
walls are covered with many 
military pictures, mementos, 
posters, inspiration and . . 
.flags!  Old Glory is displayed 
in every office.  Also, a beautiful 
commemorative quilt is 
suspended in a prominent place, 
specially made for Doug in 

2014 by Diana Bowles.  It’s a 
tribute to the crew of the USS 
CVA 63 Kittyhawk, the aircraft 
carrier he served on during the 
Vietnam War.
 The quilt features several 
reunion photos of the crew of 
the Kittyhawk taken 
since the war.  It’s 
a one-of-a-kind 
treasure. 
      Every year, the 
company’s own truck 
and trailer becomes a 
float in the Veteran’s 
Day Parade in 
Yakima. The trailer 
filled with veterans 
of all eras and 
branches of service 
is meant to honor 
them. 
 Better All Auto 
will continue a 
tradition they’ve kept 
up for at least ten 
years and have a big 
barbecue for veterans 

at their lot, at 914 S. 1st Street.   
 Doug says, “We don’t just 
honor vets on two days a year, 
around here it’s every day of the 
year.  But we want to make sure 
they know how we feel about 
them, so we throw them a big 

Passion With Patriotism
By J. McCarty

Doug with the quilt in the showroom

party!  No invitation needed, all 
veterans are welcome.”
     There will be food all day, 
May 29, starting about 8 a.m., 
free baseball caps, free haircuts, 
shoe shines, and “Lots of 
respect.”
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The New Generation 
Family Worship Cen-
ter at 8806 Ahtanum 
opens their doors on 

the last Sunday of each month 
for “a singing” and a potluck. It 
may sound like a new church 
by their name and all, 
but they’ve actually been 
around for a good long 
while.  It’s an old-fashioned 
idea that caught on many 
years ago, and is a beloved 
tradition, one that was 
brought along from a pre-
vious church.  So for some, 
the tradition goes back at 
least 25 or 30 years.
      Nola Anderson and 
Zada Griffith are sisters who live 
across the road from each other 
and are longtime members of 
New Generation.  Of the sing-
ings, Nola says, “Anybody who 

can sing gets up there and sings!  
Everyone sings along, just wor-
shiping the Good Lord.  It’s just 
a beautiful thing.”
      Pastor Tim O’Neal sings 
and plays an array of instru-
ments.  “Oh, Brother Tim can 

play any instrument you can 
think of!”  laughs Zada.  Tim’s 
wife, Ruth, plays the bass guitar, 
and many different people add 
their talents to the worship ser-

vice of old-time Gospel music.  
“Music brings people together.  
The Holy Spirit just flows and 
fills the building when we sing,” 
Nola says.
      The tiny church sat empty 
for a number of years, and then 
this congregation got it and, 
with a lot of hard work and 
determination, made it into a 
functioning church.  It feels like 
a home, and no wonder.  The 
people who love it so much have 
been through a lot together, they 
work hard to take care of each 
other like a family, and you can 
feel it when you walk in.
      “So many of the people 
here have come and heard the 
music and felt the spirit of fami-
ly so strong, and have been com-
ing ever since,” Zada says.  “No 
one gets out of the church with-
out a hug and a warm welcome.”  

Nola and Zada have made that 
their personal mission.
      Nola doesn’t get up in 
front and sing, but Zada will.  
When asked why she thinks this 
tradition of singing has been so 
popular for so long, she says, 

“When I sing, I just feel the love 
of the Lord.  That old country 
Gospel music is just a part of my 
soul.  I love it.  I just love it.”
 Last Sunday of the month 
is always a singing and potluck. 
Everyone is always welcome.

I’d like to teach the world to sing...
                                                                                                                                                                                                     The New Seekers, © 1971 

By J. Mc Carty

Singing:  To make melodious sounds. 
But did you know the dictionary also lists the word “singing” as a noun?  It’s defined as ‘a gathering of people for group singing.’

Zada Griffith and Nola Anderson

Jerry Hobbs, Ruth and Tim O’Neal
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Rumspringa?

The Amish have 
been meeting for 
singings for at least 
400 years.  While 

practices vary from community 
to community, the “singings” 
are one important way that 
young members of the districts 
socialize and get to know each 
other.
     On Sunday evening at the 
same house where the church 
service was held earlier, Amish 
youth meet for Sunday night 
singing.  They sit at a long table, 
or on opposite sides of a barn or 
building, boys on one side, girls 
on the other.  The songs and 
hymns they sing are faster and 
more energetic than the slow 
chants of the earlier service.  
The singing is in German, and 
also English.  There is plenty of 
time between songs to talk and 
socialize.  The singings last until 
about ten o’clock.
     Amish youth begin to attend 
the singings at about age 16.  It 
is a church-sanctioned time to 
get to know different people, 
and begin the process of finding 
a marriage partner or courtship.
     Most Amish adults have 
fond memories of the “singings” 
they attended as youth, as 
part of their rumspringa, or 
“running-around time,” that 
time in an Amish person’s life 
where they have the freedom to 
choose whether or not they will 
permanently join the church.

Tom Lakey, 
94, of Yakima 
but originally from 
Missouri, fondly 

remembers going to “singings” 
all through his youth.  He 
recalls singings were mostly for 
the young people, and took 
place in two main locations in 
the little town of Brushy Knob, 
the church and the school. 
That was two out of the four 
buildings in Brushy Knob.
      The young people would 
gather to sing together, meet 
and socialize.  “Everyone sang 
back then - in church of course, 
but at the singings it was more 
of a social event.  Sometimes 
the boys would come to church 
just to look at the girls,” Tom 
says with a twinkle in his eye.  
“But people had to make their 
own entertainment back then, 
and a lot of people played 
instruments, mainly the guitar, 
banjo and fiddle.”
     There were dances, 
sometimes three a week, square 
dancing and “clogging,” or 
dancing a jig.  Potlucks and 
pie auctions were also popular.  
People would get to these 
events any way they could - 
on foot, on horseback or in a 
buckboard.”  Says Tom.

Babies Sing, Too!

People from all cultures 
take part in singing in 
some form and at every 
age. Babies around the 

age of 12 months naturally sing 
and by 18 months they make 
up recognizable, repeatable 
songs. By the age of 5, children 
know a fairly large selection of 
songs and have the basic music 
abilities of musically untrained 
adults. (BibleGateway.org)

I wi
l l si

ng unto the LORD as long as I live: I wil l sing praise to my God while I have my being. (Psalms 104:33)

Praise ye the LORD: for it is good 
to sing praises unto our God; for 
it is pleasant; and praise is come-
ly. (Psalms 147:1)

Sing unto him a new song; play 
skillfully with a loud noise. 
(Psalms 33:3)

I will sing unto the LORD, 
because he hath dealt bountifully 
with me. (Psalms 13:6)

O come, let us sing unto the 
LORD: let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation. 
(Psalms 95:1)

Sing unto Him, sing psalms unto 
Him: talk ye of all His wondrous 
works. (Psalms 105:2)

Sing unto the LORD; for He 
hath done excellent things: this is 
known in all the earth. (Isaiah 
12:5)

And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto 
God: and the prisoners heard 
them. (Acts 16:25)
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There is something 
about the sound 
of a ball cracking 
against a bat and fans 

cheering that 
brings a great 
feeling of good 
ole’ fashioned 
summer-time 
fun.  Even 
more so if you 
know someone 
on the team or 
get a chance to 
play yourself!  
Summit 
View Church 
of Christ is 
kicking off 
their 9th year 
of “Family Baseball League.” No 
matter the age really, (basically 
some as young as Kindergarten 
to seniors and everywhere 
in between), the church 
invites their members and the 
community-at-large to join in 
the family fun.  
 Minister Kevin Jensen says, 

“In terms of relationships, we 
want to bring people together in 
a fun and natural way—playing 
baseball.  We don’t require 

anyone to 
come to a 
Bible study 
or come 
to church, 
although we 
have gained a 
few members 
along the way, 
who’ve come 
to know us 
through the 
games which 
are great.”  
 The teams 
are basically a 

conglomeration of non-skilled, 
younger, older and some with 
excellent sports ability.  But 
basically what is required is 
that all players should be old 
enough to know the rules and 
enjoy team play.  People who 
haven’t played baseball before 
are certainly welcome to come 

and learn how to play the sport. 
He says, “If someone with 
lower skills or special needs 
comes, we pitch softly.  When 
we have someone who is older 
who can only hit but not run, 
we have one of the kids do the 
running.  So everyone is able 
to play as they are able.”  But 
those who are extra skilled, 
don’t be surprised when the ball 
comes fast and hard.  The teams 
play with plastic balls and bats 
and no special equipment, like 
gloves is needed.   “There is such 
a range.” The teams are divided 
by colors (Red, Blue, Green, and 
Pink).  Last year, the “Red” team 
won. 
 When the baseball games 
started years ago, it was for the 
teenagers to play together.  But 
it has grown now to include 
the church and the community 
of friends, families and 

A sp
ecial invitation from these community churches

others.  “We have about half 
of the teams are actual church 
members and about half are 
not.”  Jensen sees this as a great 
opportunity not only to provide 
church fellowship among the 
members, but a great way for 
others who aren’t involved in 
a church to find a connection.  
More than that, other members 
of other churches are welcome 

to come participate as well, 
although the teams are not set 
up at all, as competitive teams 
against local churches.  
 It has certainly been a 
crowd pleaser, as Minister Jensen 
says that sometimes there are 
as many “fans” in the crowd as 
there are on all the teams.  Grab 
a quilt, a lawn chair and a hat 
and come give a cheer for your 
favorite team or give a try at 
the bat!  Don’t delay as teams 
are forming by the very first 
week of May, but if you miss 
the deadline, they’ll put you on 
a team anyways!  The first game 
will be the first weekend after 
Mother’s Day!
http://www.summitviewchurch.
info/family-baseball-league.html

“This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Once again men and 
women of ripe old age will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each 
with cane in hand because of his age. The city streets will be filled 
with boys and girls playing there.” (Zachariah 8: 4-5)

Batter ‘UP’!
Local Church Plays the Game...

The Blue Team

Showing some pitching talent!
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Zillah Community Church
of Seventh-day Adventist
Pastor John Stafford
202 5th St, Zillah, PO Box 418

You will be welcome to our church
service, held on Saturdays. The worship
service is from 9:25 to 10:50 am. It is a
small congregation with a weekly average attendance of 30. The service
begins with hymns and choruses accompanied with piano / organ. There
is a time to share praises and prayer requests with one another. There is
usually a children's story. There is special music by either local musicians
or recorded musicians.  The sermons are Bible based and prepared to meet
the common needs of those who attend. There is a potluck dinner every
2nd and 4th Sabbath of the month.  At the end of each quarter of the year
we have communion using individual cups and unleavened bread. At 6:30
pm  on Friday evenings through the fall, winter and spring there is a waffle
feed in the fellowship hall followed by a season of prayer.  All are welcome.  

From 11 am to 12:15 we have Sabbath School. The adults study the
Sabbath School lesson in the overflow room upstairs. The children have
their programs downstairs. There is a new believers' class and also a Span-
ish class if needed.  

Though this congregation is small it wants to grow as a vibrant Christian
family. Our vision is to be empowered with the Spirit of God. The sermons
focus on a closer relationship with Jesus Christ. We are a caring community
with a passion to meet the needs of our community.

A sp
ecial invitation from these community churches
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neighorhood church! W
e in

vite you to join us!

... encouraging you to visit their
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COLOR ME
Are You Smater Than A 5th Grade

Sunny School Student? 

The Bible is said to be the best selling book of all times at 
over 500 billion copies.  Can you remember these fun facts 
about the Bible?

1.	The	first	complete	Bible	with	chapter	and	verse	divisions	
was	the	________in	1560.

2.	The	Old	Testament	contains	how	many	books?
3.	The	New	Testament	contains	how	many	books?
4.	How	many	authors	are	said	to	have	written	the	Bible?
5. What is the longest chapter of the Bible?
6.	What	is	the	longest	verse	in	the	Bible?	
7.	The	first	five	books	of	the	Bible	are	sometimes	called	
the__________	which	means	“five	books.”	They	are	also	
known	as	the	books	of	the	law	because	they	contain	the	
laws	and	instruction	given	by	the	Lord	through	Moses	to	
the people of Israel. 

J o i n  O u r  B r a n d  N e w  F a c e B o o k  P a g e
f o r  u p d a t s  a b o u t

L i v i n g  t h e  G o o d  L i f e  Y a k i m a  V a l l e y K I D SCO
RNER

1. Geneva Bible
2. 39 OT 
3. 27 NT
4. 44 Authors
5. The Psalms
6.	Esther	8:9
7. Pentateuch

Memory Verse:

(It	is	known	as	the	shortest	
verse	in	the	English	text…)

Jesus	wept.
(John	11:35)

Does that mean I don’t have to 
mow the lawn?

Life With

Drew © 2017

Look at all these beautiful 
yellow flowers in the grass...

Yes, I see lots of them...
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We were just barely 
five years old, when 
we converted from the 
Christian Community 
News Paper last May, 
2016.  It hasn’t been 
easy folks!   But we 
keep having faith that 
more businesses and 
individuals will come 
aside us and help keep us 
floating.

We live in a time when 
Christians and our 
way of life is being 
persecuted daily in our 
own country—in Yakima 
Valley.  Fighting for 
religious freedom at every 
turn, a group of believers 
from all different churches 
have come together 
to write, publish and 
distribute the magazine 
and the good news that 
defines who we are.

The advertisers are the 
building blocks that 
have helped us continue.  
You may have noticed 
many have stayed with 
us, through thick and 
thin.  It’s a commitment 
on their part that we 
greatly appreciate and 
we try to make our rates 
as affordable as we can.  
We also applaud all of 
those businesses who 
put our magazine out for 
display…for people to find 
the good news!  We also 
pray for more churches to 
share their information in 
our Church Directory and 
we give great thanks to 
those that do!  

In you would like to be 
involved, contact us at 
509-901-9292, by email at 
yvccn@juno.com or our 
web contact page at www.
GoodNewsYakima.com

All for our amazing God, 
AMEN

ONE YEAR BIRTHDAY
we’re celebrating our

as Living the Good Life Magazine
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Complimentary listings to the calendar page are provided by the Sacred Messengers as a community service for
Yakima Valley. For more information about Sacred Messengers, log onto www.SacredMessengers.com

everyday of the month
Submit your items of interest to the Christian faith community by the 20th of each month

prior to the event to the contact page at www.GoodNewsYakima.com.

National Day of Prayer
May 4th
“The National Day of
Prayer is an annual
observance held on the
first Thursday of May,
inviting people of all
faiths to pray for the
nation…” (Public Law
105-225) http://www.
nationaldayofprayer.org.

Riverside Christian
NDP Event
May 4th
7 - 9 am
The Community is welcome
to join others who will be
praying for the nation, our
community and our leaders
at the chapel.

Transform Yakima’s
NDP Event
May 4th
6:30 - 8:30 pm
You will hear from
community leaders about
how God is working
through His Church
to change schools,
homelessness and 24/7
prayer and other areas of
strategic collaboration.
Organized by leaders
of “Transform Yakima
Together”, Andy Ferguson
and Dennis Crane. Hosted
at the Stone Church, 3303
Englewood Ave, Yakima.

God’s Closet
Children’s Clothing
Give-a-Way
May 5th
9 am-12 pm
Yakima Adventist Church
507 North 35th Avenue
Yakima, WA
Fee $1 as an entrance fee
(the $1 is per family, not per
person), and we will provide
you with the shopping bags.
No need to bring your own.
Then YOU shop for free.
Shopping at GC is similar
to shopping at a regular
store. For your convenience
all clothes are sorted by size
and gender.

Life Choices Run/Walk
5 K Go For Life
May 6th
9 am - 12 pm
This is a family-friendly
event with fun activities for
kids and the young at heart,
and awards for the fastest
runners and top fundraisers.
Visit www.friendsoflcy.
com or call (509) 248-2273.
Sarg Hubbard Park, 111 S
18th St., Yakima.

Mother’s Day
May 14th
Remember Mom or another
who served as Mom today!
Thank you moms!

Mother’s Day
Spring Faire
Cascade Gardens
May 14th
10 - 4 pm
Live music, local artisans,
gourmet food, drinks,
etc. benefiting Voices
for Children foundation
benefiting foster children.
This is a family friendly
event, admission by
donation. 5704 W.
Washington Ave.,Yakima.

Les Misérables
May 16th/19th at 7 pm
May 20th at 4 pm
Performed by HomeLink
Students at the Church
(formerly Freedom
Foursquare) located on
the corner of 6th Ave. and
Chestnut. $5/person or
$20/family, at the door. See
inside for more details.

Aglow
May 20th at 10 am
Diane Fink is the Director
of Aglow Institute of
Ministry “AIM”
Yakima Foursquare Church
Campus
700 N 40th Avenue
More info. 509-728-1452

Pure Desire Ministries
W. V. Foursquare Church
May 19th & 20th
Friday 6:30 - 9 pm,
Saturday 9 am - 5 pm
Learn to lead the way for
integrity and purity in
the church as you find
hope and freedom from
sexual struggle, addiction
for yourself, or equip
yourself to help others.
Fee: $129. Scholarships
available. Discount with
code YAKIMA50. More
info: 509-972-3303.

Fired Up Conference!!
May 27th at 6pm
May 28th 10am & 6 pm
Come and get fired up!
Joseph & Heather Zapetz,
Authors, Speakers, Teachers,
w/Ryan Edberg in Concert.
Free, no registration!
Child min. from 0-3yrs.
Open Bible Christian Center
2701 W. Lincoln, Yakima
obccyakima.com

Memorial Day
May 29th
Veterans are welcome for
lunch (hotdog, hamburgers)
at Better All Auto,
compliments of Doug
Bettarel. Stop by, chat
and enjoy the day. Thank
you for your service. See
inside for more details.

LIVING THE ‘GOOD’ LIFE
This month’s free calendar sponsored by


